Street

appeal
comes
at a cost

By JOHN COLSING

FUTURE residents of Pyes Pa's
huge new subdivision, The Lakes,
could be paving at least $160 more
in rates so they can enjoy life in an
area with a higher standard of
finksh.

With 190 sections already sold in
the 324-section first stage, the Tau-
rangh City Couneil this week took a
big step towards establishing a
special rating scheme,

It has been a sore point for years
that city ratepayers were inherit-
ing higher maintenance costs from
subdivisions marketed wusing
expensive features such as special
street gardens, decorative strest
lights and smooth asphalt roads.

Council planner Jeremy Boase
gaid the philosophy was that new
subdivisions should pay higher
rafes because they were getting
something the rest of the city did
not get,

Targeted rates has emerged as
the answer to the problem of
ratepayers in older areas of the city
gubsidising mainfenance of new
subdivisions.

Onee development had fintshed,
the ownership of infrastruociure
pissed to the couneil.

The 2M0section Lakes develap-
ment will be the fivst test of this
new form of fargeted rating. If
guecessiul, it will carry onvinto the
42000 population eity proposed to
ke built at Papamoa East,

Howewver; The Lakes ratepayers
have been: spared a rates hit of at
least $3100-by the council's decision
parlier this vear to confinue with
the old practice of likefordilke rosd
reseals, Chip reseals were muich
cheaper than asphalt,

This let-off has meant The Lakes
resldents now face paying about
§150 in extra rates.

The bigeest additional cost will
be maintenance of street gardens,
which fior stage one will be 30 times

larger in ares than the council's
norm, It will add about $90 to each
rates bill.

Councillors also agreed fo
charge about an extra $350 per
ratepayer for the greator mamber of
streat frees and about 510 for a
regime of more intensive sireet
cleaning and Hiter remaowal,

It spared residents about £15 for
a8 more extensive and wider
walkways sysiem in The Lakes
SLOTIMWALET Neseryes,

This was o1 the basis- that
walkways were enjoyved by the
wider uf::r' and The Lokes network
would link  into! the Kopurererua
Walley's walkways,

The  forum asked  for  more
information on u:harflng another
$7.80 per. ratepayer ‘for footpaths
which will be half & metre wider
than the clty norm.

Two : other potentially sig-
nificant issues were still ‘being
worked ' through' by the council:
streat lights replacement and the
devealoper's: reguest o mow
stormwater ' resarves {0 sports
ground standard,

Mr Boase said it had sometimes
been difficult to establish the ¢ity-
wide norm-on which to:hase the
targeted rate,

This sparked’concerns that the
council - was - inviting - significant
dehate from’ people 2uch as retined
accopntants who might challenge
the flgures.

Grasshopper Properties dires-
tor Grasme Lee said they: wers
delivaring on standards.set out in
the counecil’s document Tauranga
Tomorrow. He also wondersd
whether the effort o collect the
rates would beworthithe trouble,

Howewver, Cr Murray Guy said
they were wanting to lighten the
load on the rest of the community.

He feared that allowing The
Lakes to become an exceplion
wioltld open the Memigates for other
requests from dovelopments



