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New town born on Tauranga S doorstep
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TAURIKD TOWMN: Tha Lakes dovelopment will bring 7000 paople into the arsa,
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$400m development rivals all others in NZ history

By JOHN COUSING
Jakn coursimnebopp a0, nz

A TOWN is being born on Tauranga's
doorstep rivalling any other single
development in New Zealand's history.
Called The Lakes, houses are spring-
ﬁ;lm an what had been qubet valley and
pastures transformed by massive
E:I.I‘ﬂl'ﬂ'dl"l! into the confours of & néw
WIL

ﬂf‘m:lr _:'lm land for nl-evE]h

Wil

private planning chamge — only lu
maiched in size by the plmmed new
town norih of Christehurch, Pegasus.

AL first, confusion sarrounded the
actual locaton of the The Lakes becanse
the earthworks ran info the nedghbour-
ﬁfninduslml and commercial estale

g diveloped on the Taoriko side of
the stream running through the valley.

But a surge of house budlding, togeth-
er with etion of the $44m bypass
that will sweep up to join Fyes Fa

@ Value: 5400 milllon

@ Land area: 254 hoctaros

@ Sections: 2081

@ Estimated completion: Seven years

& Lakes: About 20

@ Stages: 9

@ Sales to date: 407 sections

@ Sold otz Stage one (3T5 sactions)
e Gratam Les, of development

ol development COIpany

S04, The Lakes il be ek on (e way
io reaching lis predicted aticn of
000, with subdivisions winding all the

way up to Pyes Pa Rd
_ It will be &0 large that a block of land

school. Centreplece of The Lakes will bo
the only real lake, cow 10 hectares
and suitable for most small boats with-
ouf a motor.

Mr Lea said the lake was primarily an
amenily for residents and was much
bigger than needed to fulfil its storm-
water function.

The thousands of trockloads of sal
Dt T bt Btiladss Eatata I

1] giate
gn:ﬂdlm the foundations for the 4.5km
saving 510 million.

'I"Im bypass is being funded 50/50 b
Translt and the Tauranga Cliy Co
with the first 400 metres from the Houte
WMI fo 'I'hnil.-a]tsqizra roundabout

L Gmﬂhup-pa' ar million.

When the bypass opens in three years
it will remove at least 1700 woebbcles &
day from Ethe increasiogly residentinl
Taoranga end of Fyes Fa Rd.

The council wons counting on the
bypass to slow the debd burden which
continues to accumulate against the loss-

took off in the new residentin]l and com-
metclal estates, it was hoped to turn the
tde on the debt which currently totals
aboui $48m.

Construction of The Lakes and lis
neighbouring commercial estate and
major shopping centre fits the Bve/work/
play scenerio of Western Bay's urban
development bible, SmartGrowth, Smart-
Growth seeks o limit the development of
giburbs far removed from workplaces,

Gporis grounds fo service The Lakes
and the resl of Pves Pa West are plan-

He was aiming to begin marketing
s-taif.; by the middie of next year.
hzd how the slowdown in Tau-
ranga's property market had alfected
, Mr Les mplk-d “We dont think

it is Lm bad ... things have rarta]nl'.l'




