LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ON ROADS
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SPAN UNDERWAY: Spartan Comstruction’s Peter Littleton, Grant Hume and Sam Hurna at the site of the new bridge being built by the developer of The
Lakes to pravide scesse to the subdivision.
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Lakes earthworks carve
$5m off Pyes Pa hypass

Lane changes on Hewletts Rd

by John Cousins
ot covsinsShopp co.nz

Masslve earthworks to shape
The Lakes subdivision have
carved up fo 25 million off the
cost of ailding a new rodd from
Fyes Pa to Tauriko,

Conslrudtion ol the
founclaliens for the 50 miltlon
Pyes Pa bypass has findshed with
mimimum [us=, thanks to the
road being an extremely con-
venienl place o pul all the
migbierinl. shifted. by the
subdivision's earthmovers.

The developer of The Lakes,
Grasshopper Holdings, was con-
irskeled boo baddd the foundalions
af the 4.5km bypass from Pyes Pa
Rd, next to the crematorium, and
emerges ab the Houle K round-
alsik,

The bypass willl ease (raffic
pressure on the Touranga end of
Pyes PaoRd and provide guicker
peeess to the downiown: wia
Roule K,

Howewer molerists will nst
enjoy the benefits: for another
two.  years  because  the

Peak-lime quencs along Howledls
Hil are & ted to get even
warse early this week with the
lass of one cily-bound kane

Wew fealund Trans
A,qur has announced the
existing thres lames will narrow
to two lanes between the Tatara
St pnd Tosmon Quay
intersections, and two lanes will
narrow booone lane fram juss past
Tasman Guay.

NZTA project manager Kevin
Reid said the changes could
result in vehicles quewdng further
back along Hewletis Ril,

The narrawing was needed 50
that the ares around the old toll

could be four-lancd, so bkt
Imed up with the new rosd

aroumnd the Ballance Fertiliser

COMET,

Thiere would also be drainage
warks,

Mr Redd =aid the lune changes
were likely to be in Ehn:e for up
to Ave manths, amd he'expectad
delays for o few days until

plit got used to the new

ayont.

A lemporary speed restriction
af S0k Wil e put in plce,

Mr Redd encouraged
commuters o consider measures
such ag later ar earfier work
slarts during this difficnlt part aof
the Harhoir Link project, when
constriction was coming fnto
contact with traffle.

— John Cousins

foundations need to compact into
swampy ®oils befone the mood can
b bardlL.

Grozshopper pakd $7m Lo build
the first 400metre section of the

road from the Houte K round-
aboul, while Tauwranga Cily
Councll and the New Eealand
Transperl Agency have so [fap
pidd $27m, incheling $22m for the

4.1km of carthworks. Fill was
alsg  sourced  from IMF
Weztlond's nelghbouring
Taurikao buginess estale,

Agency  regional  dicectar
Haorry Wilzon eatimated that 23m
Lo $5m was snved by negotiating
with  Grasshopper. tao do o Lhe
earthworks.

Constroction of the
fonndaticns commenced (n Octo-
ber 2007 and & [Mucther $16m
wold ba ?Ent fo complede the

et by Jume 2011.

W bypass: was shaping
up o heoome TIIIJHI'IETS next
{oll ropd after Houde Ko Couneil
wanted to fumd ils $10m to S11m
zhare of costs from toll=

Council viewed the hypass as
an exbension of the Route K falls
=cheme, but that was conditionnl
on,. 4 lot of other  things
happéning Nrst,

IE.':deﬁu the Roubte K tolls
scheme would be explored when
council angd the agency start for-
mul talks on Route K secoming a
part of Tauranga's state highwa
nedwork, once Harbour Li
opens later this yoear.




